
Park West Gallery, Southfield, 
MI, is saddened to announce 
the passing of renowned  
Israeli artist Yaacov Agam, 
widely recognized as the fa-
ther of kinetic art. Agam 
passed away on June 21, 
2026, at the age of 98. One  
of the most influential artists 
of the twentieth and early 
twenty-first centuries, Agam 
transformed the relationship 
between art and its audience 
using paintings, sculptures, 
fountains and architectural 
commissions. Through move-
ment, advanced color theory 
and the introduction of time 
and viewer participation as  
essential elements of artistic  
expression, he challenged 
centuries of convention and 
created an entirely new way 
of experiencing art. 

  
For decades, Agam main-

tained a close friendship with 
Park West Gallery founder  
Dr. Albert Scaglione. Their  
relationship was built on a 
shared belief that art should 
be accessible to people from 
all walks of life. Agam also 
played an instrumental role in 
helping introduce Park West 
Gallery to the 
cruise industry, 
helping lay the 
foundation for a 
model that would 
ultimately intro-
duce millions of 
people around the 
world to the joy of 
collecting art. 

 
“Agam was a 

transformational 
genius whose influ-
ence on the art 
world cannot be 
overstated,” says 
John Block, chief operating 
officer of Park West Gallery. 
“While history will remember 
him as a pioneering artist, 
those of us fortunate enough 

to know him personally will  
remember his boundless cu-
riosity, generosity and pas-
sion for creativity. His work 
challenged us to see the 
world differently and reminded 
us that perspective itself  

can be a work of art.” 
 
Founded in 1969, Park 

West Gallery has introduced 
millions of people around the 
world to the experience of col-
lecting fine art through its gal-

leries, auctions, exhibitions 
and educational programs. 
The company represents 
many of the most recognized 
artists of the modern era and 

remains committed to making 
art accessible to collectors of 
all experience levels. 

 
Throughout Agam’s long 

association with Park West, 
he inspired generations of  
collectors through exhibitions, 
personal appearances and  
educational programs. His 
legacy continues today 
through his son, Ron Agam, 
an accomplished artist who 
carries forward the family’s 
tradition of creativity and inno-
vation. After a successful ca-
reer as an acclaimed fine art 
photographer, Ron has gone 
through an artistic rebirth and 
is following in his father’s foot-
steps to create his own mes-
merizing kinetic art. His art 
inhabits the kinetic art move-
ment, yet retains its own dis-
tinct vocabulary and energy 
and is collected and exhibited 
around the world. 

  
“The art world has lost a 

giant, and Park West Gallery 
has lost a dear friend in Yaa-
cov Agam,” Mr. Block says. 
“We are grateful for the 
decades we shared with him 
and for the lasting impact he 

had on our company, 
our collectors and 
the broader art com-
munity.” 

 
Agam’s works 

can be found in mu-
seums, public instal-
lations and private 
collections around 
the world. His pio-
neering vision helped 
establish kinetic and 
participatory art as 
major forces in con-
temporary art, inspir-
ing generations of 

artists and collectors. For  
further information, call Park 
West Gallery at (248) 204-
6807 or go to the website at: 
www.parkwestgallery.com.
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YAACOV AGAM, FATHER OF KINETIC ART, DIES

Courtesy of Park West Gallery 
Pictured is artist Yaacov Agam.

Courtesy of Park West Gallery 
Agam shows collectors how he creates unique kinetic art.

NEW BEDFORD WHALING 
MUSEUM PRESENTS 
"SAILOR’S VALENTINES” 

NEW BEDFORD, MA—The 
New Bedford Whaling Mu-
seum (NBWM) debuts Sailor’s 
Valentines: Maritime Art from 
the Heart, an exhibition featur-
ing shellwork mosaics, known 
as “sailor’s valentines,” made 
with colorful shells arranged in 
intricate patterns inside octag-
onal wooden boxes, often in-
corporating hearts, flowers, 
anchors, compass roses and 
romantic messages. Also in-
cluded is a collection of photo-
graphs, books and ephemera 
that relate to shell collecting 
and this folk art medium. 
Sailor’s Valentines will be on 
view at NBWM through No-
vember 8. Featuring approxi-
mately 50 works of art, the 
exhibit brings together histori-
cal items from the NBWM col-
lection, loans from private 
collections and modern exam-
ples of the art form from the 
Cahoon Museum of American 
Art. Created between 1830 
and 1890, Sailor’s Valentines 
were not made by sailors at 
sea, as their name suggests, 
but instead reflect the artistic 
handwork of Barbadian 
women. Made for the tourist 
trade using locally sourced 
shells, sailors often bought 
these on stopovers in the  
Atlantic during their return  
journey home. Their popularity 
coincided with the rise of  
conchology, amateur shell col-
lecting and seaside tourism.  
For more information, visit: 
www.whalingmuseum.org.
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